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Division 44:  Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia, $23 413 000 - 
Mr A.P. O’Gorman, Chairman. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts, Minister for Police and Emergency Services. 

Mr W.N.N. Forbes, Acting Chief Executive Officer. 

Mrs P. Valentine, Manager, Policy and Strategic Planning. 

Mr W.E. Hewitt, Executive Director, Business Services. 

Mr F. Pasquale, Manager, Funding Services. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I refer to page 721 in the Budget Statements and the second dot point that states that funding 
through the emergency services levy has improved the equitable provision of resources to emergency services 
volunteers statewide.  Can the minister elaborate on that please?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  As I am sure many members will be aware, in many parts of the State local bush fire 
brigade volunteers are the only local emergency service that is available.  Over the years the volunteer brigades 
have been completely dependent on local government and the community.  Under previous arrangements, 
funding for protective clothing, equipment and capital purchases was provided through a grants scheme, in 
which the local government or the community provided 50 per cent of the funds and the State Government 
provided the other 50 per cent.  Some local governments in rural areas did not have the financial capacity to 
access the bush fire brigade grants scheme, simply because they did not come up with their 50 per cent of the 
funding.  Equipment distribution was, therefore, based not necessarily on need but on who could afford to pay.  
Since the introduction of the emergency services levy there has been a more fair and equitable system.  We have 
been able to protect and equip those communities in the State that had not previously been able to afford to do 
so.  Some volunteers were being placed at risk through the lack of protective equipment and the like.  Previously, 
many volunteers were required to buy their own gear, and were, therefore, paying for the privilege of 
volunteering their time 24 hours a day, seven days a week to turn out to protect the community.  In addition, the 
volunteers inevitably did countless hours of fundraising activities and so forth.  Under the new ESL grants 
scheme introduced this year, financial requests are met 100 per cent through the ESL funding.  With the 
implementation of the grants scheme, we are now able to provide to many more communities throughout the 
State, in a much more equitable way, the equipment they need to deal with emergency situations, including 
protective clothing. 

Mr R.A. AINSWORTH:  I refer to the appropriation and forward estimates at page 715 of the Budget 
Statements.  The appropriation for the Fire and Emergency Services Authority is reduced by approximately 
$5 million compared with last year.  It appears to comprise appropriations from Treasury and other sources.  Is 
the minister able to provide a total government figure from all departments of contributions to FESA in 2003-04 
as opposed to 2004-05? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I will ask Mr Hewitt to answer the question. 

Mr HEWITT:  The total contribution to FESA direct? 

Mr R.A. AINSWORTH:  Across government.  There is a reduction in this budget, but moneys are coming from 
other government sources.  I am looking for the global government contribution for last year and this year. 

Mr HEWITT:  In 2004-05 it is currently $44 million.  Last year it was $41.6 million.  There has been an increase 
in contributions to FESA in the forward estimates. 

Mr S.R. HILL:  I refer to the major policy decisions listed on page 716.  Is the minister able to give an outline of 
the Western Australian emergency rescue helicopter service? 

[7.10 pm] 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  In May 2003 Cabinet determined that the responsibility for the management of the state 
emergency rescue helicopter service be transferred from the Department of Health to FESA.  The emergency 
rescue helicopter service, known as RAC Rescue 1, is now managed by FESA.  It is tasked by St John 
Ambulance.  It was formally established in August 2003.  The service has flown 70 missions as of 30 April 
2004.  I understand that March 2004 was our busiest month, with 14 missions flown.  The service has flown 
some pretty notable missions, in particular the rescue of critically injured patients from the ocean liner Adonia 
off the coast of Esperance, and from the ship Galaxy 200 kilometres off the coast of Carnarvon.  The major 
missions it has completed include 33 on-scene medical rescues, the majority of which were in response to motor 
vehicle crashes, 17 critical inter-hospital transfers, and 20 search and rescues under state-commonwealth 
arrangements.  The helicopter service has significantly improved the transportation of critically injured or ill 
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people to an essential care provider.  It provides an invaluable service to the community.  It may have already 
saved some lives, and it has certainly reduced injuries.  I have no doubt of that. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY:  I refer to page 724, capital contribution.  The Volunteer Marine Rescue Service is an 
important service to the State’s boating community.  Would the minister please outline how the State 
Government funds the VMRS and explain why the capital grant will cease in 2007-08?  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  The VMRS is provided with a recurrent funding base of $1.05  million, and an additional 
capital grant of $300 000 in each of the financial years 2004-05, 2005-06 and 2006-07, and of $400 000 in 2007-
08.  The Government certainly acknowledges and appreciates the work done by the VMRS; therefore, in this 
budget we have brought forward capital grants to commence in 2004-05.  The VMRS funding is provided to 
only 2007-08 as that is the end of the forward estimates period.  During the next budget process, FESA will work 
with the Department of Treasury and Finance to secure further funding, hopefully, for the VMRS, especially in 
the areas of vessel and equipment replacement, insurance and, most importantly, competency-based training.  
The VMRS is considered to be a prescribed service under the Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western 
Australia and as a result is fully funded out of the consolidated fund.  It is not funded out of the emergency 
services levy.   

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I refer to page 723 and the capital works program.  What is FESA doing to provide 
emergency services for regional Western Australia?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I thank the member for the question.  In addition to ensuring that the regional service 
brigades are more equitably funded through the FESA levy and providing the capital funding that I have already 
indicated through the new grants scheme, which provides 100 per cent funding, FESA has also been allocated 
some additional capital works funding in the coming year for regional areas.  These will include development 
and construction of a volunteer fire station at a new location in Broome, at a total cost of around $450 000; a new 
station in Kalgoorlie, at a cost of about $250 000; the completion of a co-located FESA regional office in 
Geraldton, at a cost of $525 000; the development and construction of FESA volunteer co-location facilities in 
Manjimup, at a cost of about $400 000, Mundaring, at a cost of $920 000, Esperance, at a cost of $400 000, and 
Collie, at a cost of $400 000; and the refurbishment of Albany fire station, at an anticipated cost of $260 000.  

Mr S.R. HILL:  I refer to page 718, major achievements for 2003-04.  The last dot point states, “Audited and 
reviewed backpacker and low cost accommodation to mitigate fire risk”.  Has that been completed?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I understand that a statewide survey is being conducted and is planned to be completed in 
July this year.   

The CHAIRMAN (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  I refer to the second dot point on page 716, which relates to the 
legislative review.  Is that a result of the standing committee putting forward a recommendation to help boost the 
responses of emergency services in Western Australia?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I think you may be asking me about the emergency management legislation.  The second 
dot point refers to a review of the establishment legislation for the Fire and Emergency Services Authority of 
Western Australia.  FESA is now about five years old.  It was agreed at the time the FESA organisation was 
established that all legislative requirements would be reviewed after five years.  The reference in the budget 
papers is to that review.  In answer to your question about the legislation, I am hopeful that that will be 
introduced.  It is certainly my plan to introduce that emergency management legislation in the spring session.  I 
understand that drafting instructions have now been completed and the Bill is with parliamentary counsel.  
Hopefully, I will have that to Cabinet and then into the Parliament in the not too distant future.   

Mr M.P. MURRAY:  I refer to the first dot point on page 716.  What will the emergency services levy pay for 
and how has the levy been received within the community? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Can the member not ask this of his minister in the Cabinet?   

The CHAIRMAN:  The committee is formed of six members and the minister.  Each member is allowed to ask 
questions.  Every member is entitled to ask questions, including the Chair if he or she so wishes.  I will continue 
in that way.  If the member for Nedlands has a problem with that, she can take it up later with the Speaker.   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I am pleased to receive the question from the member for Collie.  As he is well aware, 
prior to the introduction of the emergency services levy, I visited a number of local government authorities, 
including the Shire of Collie and some neighbouring authorities.  There were some reservations about what the 
ESL would mean for them and whether it would work out for them.  I think that a lot of the reservations and 
concerns of local governments have been alleviated.  Since the introduction of the ESL, those funds have been 
used to respond to building fires, bushfires, road crash rescues, hazardous and toxic material spills, storms, 
cyclones, floods, earthquakes, potential tsunamis, searches for missing persons, and cliff and cave rescues.  The 
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levy also funds the training of emergency services volunteers, community safety programs, emergency 
management planning and FESA’s Emergency Management Services.  Specifically, the ESL funds the operating 
costs and capital equipment purchases for the career Fire and Rescue Service of WA, the volunteer fire and 
rescue services, local bush fire brigades, the State Emergency Service and the new multiservice FESA units.  
There is a range of operating costs as well as lots of capital equipment requirements, including obviously 
firefighting appliances, vehicles, road rescue trailers and larger operational equipment.   

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I refer to the penultimate bullet on page 721. 

Several members interjected.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Members, we are dealing with division 44.  The sequence for the divisions is detailed on the 
program and that is the sequence we are going through.  The member for Girrawheen has the floor.  It does not 
help when interjections are made.  I cannot hear the question and I am sure the minister and her advisers cannot 
hear the question.   

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  I refer the minister to the second-last bullet point on page 721, which states that a range of 
improved services for the support of volunteers will be introduced, such as a one stop shop service for inquiries 
about volunteering opportunities.  Can the minister explain what is involved with that?   

[7.20 pm] 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Essentially the human services division of the Fire and Emergency Services Authority of 
Western Australia is establishing that one-stop shop.  That will mean volunteers will make their inquiries, no 
matter what their inquiry, to a designated person.  We realise that volunteers do not want to spend a lot of time 
working their way through the FESA directory with many different points of contact.  This is a sensible proposal 
that will be implemented in the coming financial year. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


